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ACTION EB-II 

INFO OCT-OI NEA-IO ADP-00 CAB-09 CIAE-00 COME-00 DODE-00 

INR-IO NSAE-00 RSC-OI FAA-00 L-03 RSR-OI EUR-25 /07I W 

0I403I 

P R 081503 Z MAY 73 
EM AMEMBASSY SANAA 
TO AMEMBASSY AMMAN PRIORITY 
INFO AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
SECSTATE WASHDC 2098 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SANAA 781 

E. O. 1 1652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRN, JO, YE, SA 

SUBJECT: YEMEN AIR LINES 

BEIRUT FOR RCAA DWOR 

REF: AMMAN 2415; SANAA 769 

1. AT LUNCH MAY 8 GIVEN BY PRIMIN HAJRI FOR SAUDI 
MINISTER OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, ' UMAR SAQQAF, 

I MANAGED BUTTONHOLE MINSTATE FOR DEVELOPMENT SA' ID 
AND ECONOMY MINISTER AL- ASNAG ON QUESTION OF 
ALIA ARRANGEMENT WITH YEMEN AIRLINES ( YAL) AND OTHER 
RELATED ASPECTS. 

2. I RELAYED SUBSTANCE OF AMBASSADOR BROWN' S CONVER- 
SATION WITH ALI GHANDOUR. AL- ASNAG SAID HE HAD ALREADY 
DIRECTED THAT CONTACT WITH ALIA BE RESUMED. IF 
NOTHING CAN BE WORKED OUT WITH ALIA NOW BECAUSE OF 
LIMITATIONS ON ITS SUPER- CARAVELLES IN TERMS OF OPERA- 
TIONS OUT OF SANAA HIGH ALTITUDE AIRPORT, SOME ARRANGE- 
MENT MAY NZVERTHELESS BE POSSIBLE IN FUTURE SINCE 

ALIA STATES IT EXPECTING DELIVERY OF BOEING 720, IN 3 MONTHS. 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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3. BOTH SA' ID AND ASNAG EXPRESSED APPRECIATE EOR 
AMBASSADOR BROWN' S ACTIVE INTEREST. 

4. SOMETHING MAY YET COME OE THIS. EROM OTHER 
REMARKS OF AL- ASNAG, HOWEVER, I WOULD JUDGE YAL 
MOVING EAIRLY EAST IN DIFEERENT DIRECTION. ASNAG 
SAID THAT PRESENT VISIT OF SAUDI GROUP HAD AFFORDED 
OPPORTUNITY EOR DISCUSSION OF NEW RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
SAUDIA AND YAL, STEMMING FROM GENEROUS OFFER CONTAINED 
IN SAUDI AMBASSADOR' S RECENT LETTER ( PARA 5 SANAA 
REFTEL). IN FIRST INSTANCE IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT 

YAL WILL CHARTER SAUDIA PLANES TO COVER THE MOST 
PROFITABLE INTERNATIONAL ROUTES TO WHICH YAR HAS 
RIGHTS. FOR THE LONGER TERM, DISCUSSIONS UNDERWAY 
REGARDING POSSIBLE FORMATION OF A NEW YAL JOINTLY OWNED BY 
SUADIA AND YARG. 

5. COMMENT: FROM ASNAG S REMARKS, IT WOULD APPEAR 

THAT THERE MAY HAVE BEEN SOME LESSENING OF YARG RESISTANCE TO A 
TIE- IN WITH SAUDIA. RE CHARTERING ( WETLEASE) SAUDIA AIRCRAFT, 
OUR UNDERSTANDING HAD BEEN THAT SAUDIA HAS NO EXCESS AIRCRAFT 
OTHER 

THAN, IN DUE COURSE, PHASED- OUT CONVAIRS. 

CRAWFORD 
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*** Current Classification *** LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TO AMEMBASSY AMMAN PRIORITY 
INFO AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
SECSTATE WASHDC 2098 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SANAA 781 

E. O. 1 1652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRN, JO, YE, SA 

SUBJECT: YEMEN AIR LINES 

BEIRUT FOR RCAA DWOR 

REF: AMMAN 2415; SANAA 769 

1. AT LUNCH MAY 8 GIVEN BY PRIMIN HAJRI FOR SAUDI 
MINISTER OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, ' UMAR SAQQAF, 

I MANAGED BUTTONHOLE MINSTATE FOR DEVELOPMENT SA' ID 
AND ECONOMY MINISTER AL- ASNAG ON QUESTION OF 
ALIA ARRANGEMENT WITH YEMEN AIRLINES ( YAL) AND OTHER 
RELATED ASPECTS. 

2. I RELAYED SUBSTANCE OF AMBASSADOR BROWN' S CONVER- 
SATION WITH ALI GHANDOUR. AL- ASNAG SAID HE HAD ALREADY 
DIRECTED THAT CONTACT WITH ALIA BE RESUMED. IF 
NOTHING CAN BE WORKED OUT WITH ALIA NOW BECAUSE OF 
LIMITATIONS ON ITS SUPER- CARAVELLES IN TERMS OF OPERA- 
TIONS OUT OF SANAA HIGH ALTITUDE AIRPORT, SOME ARRANGE- 
MENT MAY NZVERTHELESS BE POSSIBLE IN FUTURE SINCE 

ALIA STATES IT EXPECTING DELIVERY OF BOEING 720, IN 3 MONTHS. 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 SANAA 00781 091255 Z 



3. BOTH SA' ID AND ASNAG EXPRESSED APPRECIATE FOR 
AMBASSADOR BROWN' S ACTIVE INTEREST. 

4. SOMETHING MAY YET COME OF THIS. FROM OTHER 
REMARKS OF AL- ASNAG, HOWEVER, I WOULD JUDGE YAL 
MOVING FAIRLY FAST IN DIFFERENT DIRECTION. ASNAG 
SAID THAT PRESENT VISIT OF SAUDI GROUP HAD AFFORDED 
OPPORTUNITY FOR DISCUSSION OF NEW RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
SAUDIA AND YAL, STEMMING FROM GENEROUS OFFER CONTAINED 
IN SAUDI AMBASSADOR' S RECENT LETTER ( PARA 5 SANAA 
REFTEL). IN FIRST INSTANCE IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT 

YAL WILL CHARTER SAUDIA PLANES TO COVER THE MOST 
PROFITABLE INTERNATIONAL ROUTES TO WHICH YAR HAS 
RIGHTS. FOR THE LONGER TERM, DISCUSSIONS UNDERWAY 
REGARDING POSSIBLE FORMATION OF A NEW YAL JOINTLY OWNED BY 
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SUADIA AND YARG. 

5. COMMENT: FROM ASNAG' S REMARKS, IT WOULD APPEAR 

THAT THERE MAY HAVE BEEN SOME LESSENING OF YARG RESISTANCE TO A 

TIE- IN WITH SAUDIA. RE CHARTERING ( WETLEASE) SAUDIA AIRCRAFT, 

OUR UNDERSTANDING HAD BEEN THAT SAUDIA HAS NO EXCESS AIRCRAFT 

OTHER 

THAN, IN DUE COURSE, PHASED- OUT CONVAIRS. 

CRAWFORD 
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